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the hearts of Americans of Italian and Span-
ish heritage. But, as we prepare for our own
voyage of discovery into the next millennium,
all Americans can draw inspiration from the
character and accomplishments of Colum-
bus. With vision, courage, imagination, and
optimism, we can create a future bright with
promise and a new world where all of us can
pursue our dreams.

In recognition of the enduring achieve-
ments of Christopher Columbus, the Con-
gress, by joint resolution of April 30, 1934
(48 Stat. 657), and an Act of June 28, 1968
(82 Stat. 250), has requested the President
to proclaim the second Monday in October
of each year as “Columbus Day.”

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim October 13, 1997, as Co-
lumbus Day. I call upon the people of the
United States to observe this day with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities. I also direct
that the flag of the United States be displayed
on all public buildings on the appointed day
in honor of Christopher Columbus.

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set
my hand this tenth day of October, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-seven, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-second.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 14, 1997]

NoTEe: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on October 15.

Proclamation 7040—National
Children’s Day, 1997

October 10, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

With the birth of every child, the world
becomes new again. Within each new infant
lies enormous potential—potential for loving,
for learning, and for making life better for
others. But this potential must be nurtured.
Just as seeds need fertile soil, warm sunshine,
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and gentle rain to grow, so do our children
need a caring environment, the security of
knowing they are loved, and the encourage-
ment and opportunity to make the most of
their God-given talents. There is no more ur-
gent task before us, as a people and as a Na-
tion, than creating such an environment for
America’s children.

One of the surest ways to do so is to
strengthen American families and help par-
ents in their efforts to raise healthy, happy
children. My Administration has worked hard
to give parents the tools they need to fulfill
their crucial responsibilities. We have sought
to put tobacco and guns out of the reach of
children. We are improving the quality of our
children’s schools by making a national com-
mitment to high academic and teaching
standards. Recognizing the importance of a
child’s early years to his or her development,
we have expanded Head Start and estab-
lished Early Head Start for low-income fami-
lies with children 3 years old or younger. We
have made it easier for millions of parents
to take time off to be with a sick child without
losing their jobs, and to keep their health in-
surance when they change jobs. We have
protected Medicaid coverage for 36 million
Americans, including about 20 million chil-
dren, and the Balanced Budget Act | recently
signed into law will provide meaningful
health care coverage to millions more unin-
sured children.

But there is still much to be accomplished
if we are to ensure that America’s children
grow up to meet their fullest potential. Our
next important goal must be to build upon
our efforts and improve the quality and af-
fordability of child care in our Nation. With
more people in the work force, with more
single-parent homes, and with more families
in which both parents have to work to make
ends meet, millions of American children are
already in some form of day care, and the
demand for affordable, quality child care is
growing. Later this month, the First Lady
and I will host the White House Conference
on Child Care to work with and learn from
other parents, child care providers and ex-
perts, business leaders, and economists. To-
gether we will focus on the best means to
increase the quality, availability, and afford-
ability of child care in our Nation.
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As we observe National Children’s Day
this year, let us recommit ourselves to creat-
ing a society where parents can raise healthy,
happy children; where every newborn is
cherished, where every child is encouraged
to succeed, and where all our young people
are free to pursue their dreams.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 12, 1997,
as National Children’s Day. I urge all Ameri-
cans to express their love and appreciation
for children on this day and on every day
throughout the year. I invite Federal officials,
State and local governments, and particularly
all American families to join together in ob-
serving this day with appropriate ceremonies
and activities to honor our Nation’s children.

In Witness Whereof, | have hereunto set
my hand this tenth day of October, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-seven, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-second.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:16 a.m., October 14, 1997]

NoTEe: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on October 15.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

October 4

In the afternoon, the President and Hillary
Clinton traveled to Beltsville, MD, to ob-
serve U.S. Secret Service tactical expertise
and training exercises at the James J. Rowley
Training Center. Later, they returned to
Washington, DC.
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In the evening, the President traveled to
Arlington, VA. Later, he was joined by Hil-
lary Clinton, and they traveled to Camp
David, MD.

October 6

In the morning, the President and Hillary
Clinton returned to Washington, DC. In the
evening, the President hosted a dinner for
President Ezer Weizman of Israel in the Blue
Room at the White House.

The President announced his intention to
nominate James C. Hormel to be Ambas-
sador to Luxembourg.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Gerald S. McGowan to be Ambas-
sador to Portugal.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Lyndon L. Olson, Jr., to be Ambas-
sador to Sweden.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Kenneth R. Wykle to be Adminis-
trator of the Federal Highway Administra-
tion at the Department of Transportation.

October 7

In the morning, the President attended a
meeting with Northern Ireland Ulster
Unionist Party leader David Trimble in Na-
tional Security Adviser Samuel R. Berger’s
office at the White House.

In the afternoon, the President met with
congressional Democrats to discuss fast-track
trade legislation. In the evening, he met with
representatives of State and local govern-
ment and business and community leaders
from the Midwest.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Christopher Ashby to be Ambas-
sador to Uruguay.

The President announced his intention to
nominate James A. Larocco to be Ambas-
sador to Kuwait.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Mark Erwin to be a member of
the Overseas Private Investment Corpora-
tion.

The President announced his intention to
nominate James H. Bailey to serve as Deputy
Director of the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency.

The President announced the nomination
of Bill Richardson and A. Peter Burleigh to
be U.S. Representatives and Richard Sklar,



